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bleached tampons and related products? My
bill seeks to address this inadequacy, and fi-
nally give women the most accurate, up-to-
date information available regarding this criti-
cal health concern.

Although the FDA currently requires tampon
manufacturers to monitor dioxin levels in their
finished products, the results are not availalbe
to the public. When I—as a Member of Con-
gress—requested the information, the FDA
told me it was proprietary information and
therefore could not be released. It should be
noted that the dioxin tests relied upon by the
FDA are done by the manufacturers them-
selves, who do not surprisingly insist their
products are safe. Some of my constituents
say this is the equivalent of the fox guarding
the hen house.

How much dioxin exposure is considered
safe for humans? And does the fact that tam-
pons are in direct contact with absorbent tis-
sue, and for extended periods of time, make
whatever levels of dioxin tampons possess
even more dangerous? Is this the equivalent
of a ticking time bomb, capable of increasing
women’s risks for several life-threatening or
fertility-threatening diseases? Unfortunately
there are no easy answers. We simply don’t
have instructive, persuasive evidence either
way.

Many experts believe, however, that if the
slightest possibility exists that dioxin residues
in tampons could harm women, the dioxin
should simply be eliminated. I also believe we
should err on the side of protecting women’s
health. Tampon manufacturers are not re-
quired to disclose ingredients to consumers,
although many have taken the positive step of
voluntarily disclosing this information. How-
ever, women are still being forced to take the
word of the industry-sponsored research that
their products are completely safe.

My bill also addresses the many other po-
tentially harmful additives in tampons, includ-
ing chlorine compounds, absorbency
enhancers, and synthetic fibers, as well as de-
odorants and fragrances. Most people are sur-
prised to learn that these additives are com-
monly found in these products.

We do not really know enough about the
potential risks associated with such additives.
Independent research has already shown that
synthetic fiber additives in tampons amplify
toxins, which are associated with toxic shock.
Toxic shock syndrome is a rare bacterial ill-
ness that caused over 50 deaths between
1979 and 1980, when the link between tam-
pons and toxic shock was first established.
According to a 1994 study, of the toxic shock
cases occurring in menstruating women, up to
99 percent were using tampons. Obviously
toxic shock syndrome is still a woman’s health
concern, and its link to tampons has become
more clear.

The fact is, women do not have the informa-
tion they need to make sound decisions about
their health. For the sake of women’s well-
being, we need accurate, independent infor-
mation. American women have a right to know
about any potential hazards associated with
tampons and other related products. It is only
when women fully understand the con-
sequences that they can make truly informed
decisions about their reproductive health.

I also note that my bill is not the first time
a Member of Congress has expressed con-
cern about this issue. In 1992, the late Rep-
resentative Ted Weiss of New York brought

the issue up on a subcommittee hearing of the
Committee on Government Operations. He did
this after his staff had uncovered internal FDA
documents which suggested the agency had
not adequately investigated the danger of
dioxin in tampons.

My bill would direct the National Institutes of
Health to conduct research to determine the
extent to which the presence of dioxin, syn-
thetic fibers, and other additives in tampons
and related menstruation products pose any
health risks to women. An NIH study, would
mean that American women could depend on
independent research, and not on the word of
research funded by tampon manufacturers.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join
me in this fight to get accurate health informa-
tion to the women of America. Their future fer-
tility, and perhaps their lives, may depend on
it.
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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to pay tribute to Dr. Dan Rupp, a distin-
guished citizen from my home town of Hays,
KS. Dr. Rupp has displayed a serious commit-
ment to the welfare of his local community,
spending his entire adult life in public service
and education. Dr. Rupp has been a member
of the Hays City Commission for 24 years and
served as mayor for six terms.

Dr. Rupp is the longest serving commis-
sioner in the history of the city of Hays, KS,
but his active role in the community goes be-
yond service in local government. His career
in higher education as a college professor
commenced immediately after he graduated
from college. Most of that career was spent as
an economics professor at Fort Hays State
University. Dr. Rupp also leads a life of vol-
unteerism. He has been a part of many com-
munity service projects over the years, includ-
ing serving as the president of the Volga Ger-
man Association from 1974 through the
present and as a long time member of the
Ellis County Historical Society. He was re-
cently recognized for his activity in the local
senior companion program, a service he has
been involved in since its inception in 1974.
Dr. Rupp and his family are also active mem-
bers of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.

Earlier this year Dr. Rupp was diagnosed
with a cancerous lung tumor. He is one of the
1 percent of people with lung cancer who are
nonsmokers. Since his diagnosis, he has un-
dergone radiation treatment for his disease.
Dr. Rupp is not fighting this disease alone. He
has a wonderful, supportive wife and two
daughters with him every step of the way, as
well as the town of Hays, a community of peo-
ple who have come to know him well over the
years.

While Dr. Rupp decided to not seek reelec-
tion to the city commission in 1996, his service
to the community has continued. This summer
he taught graduate courses and volunteered
as a city tour guide, all of this while under-
going his cancer treatment. He has continued
to be positive, active, and upbeat. At 61 years
old, Dr. Rupp continues as a role model for
others in our community, a dedicated educator

who has inspired his many students, and one
who knows the supreme importance of family.
I join the people of Hays, KS hoping and pray-
ing for Dan’s healthy and speedy recovery.
f
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Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, in honor of Na-
tional Hospice Month, I would like to take a
moment to recognize the two hospices which
serve the communities in my district, Big Bend
Hospice and the Hospice of Northwest Florida-
Panama City, and thank them for their invalu-
able contributions to North Florida’s families.

Hospice care involves a team of profes-
sionals, including physicians, nurses, thera-
pists, home care aides, counselors and volun-
teers who help terminally ill patients and their
families share their final days at home in
peace, comfort and dignity. These hospice
caregivers help patients, as well as their family
members, with one of the toughest transitions
in life. The hospice program, primarily based
in the home, treats the person, not the dis-
ease; focuses on the family, not the individual;
and emphasizes the quality of life. Hospice
care ensures that the patient’s life is as fulfill-
ing and satisfying as possible, right up to the
last moment.

Hospice care has played an important role
in my life. Two years ago, I lost my father to
cancer. I do not know what my mother and my
family would have done without the care that
Big Bend Hospice provided. The hospice al-
lowed my father to die at home, in dignity, sur-
rounded by the people who love him. I want
to thank the caregivers who helped my family
through a very difficult time. My family and I
will never forget their commitment and com-
passion.
f
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, in an effort to
broaden the public’s appreciation and under-
standing of America’s lighthouse heritage, I
have introduced legislation to establish a na-
tional lighthouse museum.

Currently, there is no single site in our coun-
try where one can go to learn the complete
history of American lighthouse development,
to learn about the different types of light-
houses, the how and why they were built, who
operated them, and their successes and fail-
ures. A national lighthouse museum would
provide such a learning opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, my legislation would establish
a national lighthouse museum commission to
develop a fundraising plan, secure a site, draft
an operational proposal and establish a na-
tional lighthouse museum corporation. The
commission would be comprised of 19 mem-
bers who represent both public and private in-
terests. The national lighthouse museum cor-
poration would be run as a tax exempt, non-
profit 501 C(3) organization.
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